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The Maharani constantly referred to the loss of her
diamonds. In her desire to afford her mistress some
relief, Olga suggested that the Princess should write for
advice to a brother, of whom the Maharani was always
boasting. He was an Assistant Collector and, because he
was in British Government service, was treated with
great respect by his brother-in-law, the Maharaja. The
Maharani warmly approved of Olga's idea and declared
that she would put it into immediate execution, but so
overwrought did she become when attempting to de-
scribe her loss that, eventually, she insisted upon Olga
composing the letter for her and then translated it into
Hindi. The missive was sealed with the Maharacd's own
signet and delivered by Bai to the palace post office for
dispatch. As the Assistant Collector was stationed in the
south of Madras Presidency, the Maharani reckoned that
a fortnight or, at most, three weeks might elapse before she
received a reply, especially if her brother were in camp.
When Christmas arrived, and still there was no answer,
Olga began to regret the advice she had tendered, for the
Princess brooded incessantly over her brother's silence,
fearing that he had been the victim of some accident.
The reason for the Assistant Collector's failure to reply
was unsuspected by both women. They never guessed
that the Maharaja had instituted a strict and secret
censorship of the Maharani's correspondence, because he
was afraid that she would inform her family of the
strained relations between herself and her husband.